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The latter in turn offered a portion to the men responsible
for the actual work. Under the incentive of this offer the
riveters and erectors strove might and main. The odds
were against them hopelessly, but general co-operation
enabled the work to go forward with great speed. By
maintaining this high pressure the huge fabric assumed its
definite shape in quick time, and the last rivet was driven
home with a resounding cheer a few minutes before the
expiration of the stipulated time.
Yet railway construction has its farcical side, especially
in America. Conflicting interests often clash, and then
lively times ensue. In Canada it has been no unusual sight
to see an existing railway rush a large gang of workmen
to a point threatened with invasion by a rival* Their
presence ostensibly is to improve the line in possession,
but in reality the men are drafted there to thwart the com-
petitive enterprise. This is the "fighting gang," and it
is rightly named, because the opposing forces often meet
and a free fight results.
When these tactics are waged by opposing railway
magnates the struggle is often bitter and fong drawn out.
It was so when J. J, Hill and Harriman came to close
grips in Oregon. The former great railway-builder decided
to carry a line down to the coast along the bank of the
Columbia River. Harriman construed this act as an
invasion of his preserves, and spared no effort to defeat
the "Grand Old Railway-Builder of the West,"as J. J, Hill
is called popularly. Directly Hill's proposals became
known, Harriman, to secure his legal status, revived a
defunct project known as the "Wallula Pacific railway/'
which had been incorporated so many years before, and
yet had accomplished so little, as to be forgotten. Hill
was coming down the north bank of the Columbia, and
suddenly Harriman discovered that his moribund project
was to follow the same course* The result was that two
rival constructional forces appeared on the scene, one
bent on building a line, and the other determined to prevent
its realisation. A hail of rock rained from one camp to the